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HMA MODEL PROVIDES FORECAST OF COVID-19 

IMPACT ON MEDICAID, MARKETPLACE, UNINSURED  
A model developed by Health Management Associates (HMA) assesses 
COVID-19’s potential impact on health insurance coverage for each state and 
forecasts Medicaid enrollment could increase by 11 to 23 million across all 
states over the next several months. 

A team of HMA Medicaid experts, health economists, and data analysts 
calculated the approximate change in health insurance coverage by state as a 
result of the economic disruptions primarily driven by COVID-19. With 
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COVID-19 having the potential to cause unemployment rates to climb to 
anywhere from 10 to 25 percent of the population, HMA utilized three 
unemployment rate scenarios to estimate the impact on Medicaid, the ACA 
Marketplaces, employer provided insurance, and the uninsured. 

All three scenarios result in a significant shift from the number of Americans 

/wp-content/uploads/HMA-Estimates-of-COVID-Impact-on-Coverage-public-version-for-April-3-830-CT.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/HMA-Estimates-of-COVID-Impact-on-Coverage-public-version-for-April-3-830-CT.pdf
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https://www.wbrc.com/2020/04/06/alabama-renewed-talk-expanding-medicaid/
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/04/arizona-hospitals-receive-emergency-advance-payments-medicaid
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/05/judges-balk-release-california-prisoners-virus-165965
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/politics-policy/connecticut-governor-limits-hospital-billing-uninsured
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Florida 
Florida Hospitals Ask Governor to Raise Medicaid Rates for Obstetrical, 
COVID-19 Care

https://cbs12.com/news/local/hospitals-seek-medicaid-hike-as-revenues-plummet
https://www.walb.com/2020/04/02/gov-kemp-dch-announce-approval-medicaid-peachcare-kids-waiver/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/louisiana/articles/2020-04-06/new-louisiana-medicaid-director-begins-job-in-virus-outbreak
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2020/04/trump-administration-approves-michigans-medicaid-waiver-under-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/state-and-regional/while-hospitals-brace-for-heavy-demand-missouri-s-community-clinics-are-losing-revenue/article_9ce1e3b9-9f8d-5b82-9321-8830d45b2251.html
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New York 

HMA Roundup – Cara Henley (Email Cara) 

New York Reaches Final Budget for Fiscal 2021. New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the legislature have reached a budget agreement for State Fiscal 
Year 2020-21. Despite the increasing costs statewide associated with the 
COVID-19 response, the governor was quoted during the budget 
announcement, “this was a particularly difficult budget debate because there is 
no money coming in.” To that end, the state is proceeding with many of the 
recommendations advanced by the Medicaid Redesign Team (MRT), which 
was convened to identify $2.5 billion in savings to address the State’s projected 
Medicaid shortfall. However, in order to allow New York to receive the 
enhanced Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP), the budget allows 
the Governor to delay implementation of any provision until 90 days after the 
State COVID-19 disaster emergency declaration expires. Several of the budget 
provisions related to MRT recommendations would be in violation of the 
Maintenance of Effort requirements tied to receipt of the temporary FMAP 
increase. 

The budget process was unusual for a number of reasons. Medicaid changes 
were not included in the executive budget that the governor presented in 
January; instead, the MRT was tasked with identifying recommendations. The 
two houses of the legislature did not prepare their own budget proposals, nor 
were they given the opportunity to negotiate around the governor’s proposals 
or the MRT’s recommendations. The final budget includes a number of 
provisions that had been put forth by the executive in years past and rejected 
by the legislature. The circumstances surrounding this year’s budget process 
allowed Governor Cuomo to enact changes to Medicaid that may not 
otherwise have happened. The budget also gives the governor authority to 
make budget cuts throughout the year with limited legislative input should 

mailto:chenley@healthmanagement.com
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/redesign/mrt2/
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Tennessee 
Governor Rejects Medicaid Expansion Despite Spike in Uninsured Rate. Fox 
17 

https://fox17.com/news/local/governor-declines-medicaid-expansion-as-number-of-uninsured-tennesseans-rises
https://fox17.com/news/local/governor-declines-medicaid-expansion-as-number-of-uninsured-tennesseans-rises
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/politics/2020/04/02/tennessee-coronavirus-medicaid-1115-waiver-fund-cover-uninsured-treatment-covid-19/5104790002/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/article/Calls-for-Medicaid-expansion-renewed-as-COVID-19-15181700.php
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/medicaid/utah-suspends-medicaid-work-requirement-due-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-approves-approximately-34-billion-providers-acceleratedadvance-payment-program-medicare
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Rural Hospitals Experience Further Financial Strain. Modern 
Healthcare reported on April 8, 2020, that more than 350 rural hospitals across 
40 states are at risk of closing, with COVID-19 threatening to further erode 
already shaky finances, according to research from Guidehouse. Nearly 46 
percent of the country’s 1,844 rural hospitals operated in the red in 2019. Read 
More 

Senators Propose 100 Percent Federal Match for New Medicaid Expansion 
States. Politico reported on April 7, 2020, that U.S. Senators Doug Jones (D-AL) 
and Mark Warner (D-VA) have proposed a 100 percent federal match rate for 
new expansion states, with the number gradually falling to 90 percent similar 
to the early days of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Jones and Warner hope to 
include the proposal in the next COVID-19 relief package. Read More

https://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/quarter-rural-hospitals-are-risk-closing
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/quarter-rural-hospitals-are-risk-closing
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/07/democrats-medicaid-incentives-coronavirus-rescue-package-173402
https://medicaiddirectors.org/publications/namd-letter-to-cmcs-omb-calls-for-swift-action-to-ensure-provider-solvency/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/491113-administration-says-it-will-reimburse-hospitals-for-treating
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/law-regulation/rolling-back-regulatory-relief-will-be-tricky-hhs
https://khn.org/news/medicaid-nearing-eye-of-the-storm-as-newly-unemployed-look-for-coverage/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/01/trump-obamacare-coronavirus-160732
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https://www.modernhealthcare.com/payment/medicare-advantage-plans-will-get-166-pay-bump-2021
https://www.wsj.com/articles/affordable-care-act-sign-ups-total-11-4-million-for-this-year-11585798403
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https://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/quorum-health-corp-files-bankruptcy
https://khn.org/news/inside-meals-on-wheels-struggle-to-keep-older-americans-fed-during-a-pandemic/
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/finance/tenet-announces-furloughs-plans-raise-cash
https://investors.molinahealthcare.com/news-releases/news-release-details/molina-healthcare-waives-costs-associated-covid-19-treatment-all
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200402005238/en/
https://ir.antheminc.com/news-releases/news-release-details/anthem-waives-cost-share-covid-19-treatment?field_nir_news_date_value%5bmin%5d=
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VirtualHealth Partners with MCG Health to Optimize Utilization 
Management Workflows 

COMPANY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://www.mcg.com/client-resources/news-item/virtualhealth-helios-mcg-cite-carewebqi-integration/?utm_source=hma&utm_medium=membership&utm_campaign=press-release-2020
https://www.mcg.com/client-resources/news-item/virtualhealth-helios-mcg-cite-carewebqi-integration/?utm_source=hma&utm_medium=membership&utm_campaign=press-release-2020




 

mailto:cmercurio@healthmanagement.com



